
System Operator Industry Forum

30 June 2026



Today’s agenda

• Key messages

• Market update

• NZGB update

• Outage update – next four weeks

• Operational update

• Consultations, publications and events

• Iberian Peninsula blackout

• Questions / Pātai



Key Messages

• National hydro storage remains well above 
average, contributing to lower thermal unit 
commitment.

• Demand continues to increase as Winter 
temperatures drop, resulting in lower residual 
generation. 

• Capacity risks from July to August will require a 
combination of unit commitment, plant 
availability, and flexibility.  Please keep POCP 
updated.

• Note the Connected Asset Commissioning, 
Testing, and Information Standard (CACTIS) 
becomes effective from 1 July 2026 (tomorrow)
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Energy: National hydro storage Hydro storage level (% of mean▲/▼)

New Zealand South Island North Island

Last forum 120% 116% 165%

Now 130% ▲ 128% ▲ 155% ▼

Note: these numbers include contingent storage, so they differ from those reported by NZX

National hydro storage levels remain healthy 
and have increased with higher than average 
inflows

Available storage as at 14 June 2026



Hydro storage by catchment



Hydro inflows



Generation mix

• Hydro generation at 58% of the mix – 
slightly below yearly average

• Above average wind generation at 11%
• Thermal generation at its yearly average of 

5%
• Geothermal close to average at 23%



Demand
• Demand continues to increase with colder temperatures, significant increase from last week
• We are seeing tightening residual capacity periods due to demand increase, low wind and lower 

thermal commitment



Pricing

• Average price last week at 
Ōtāhuhu has increased to 
$47/MWh from $37/MWh the 
week prior

• Peak of $144/MWh at Ōtāhuhu 
on 1:00 pm 24 June due to a 
tight offer stack with thermal 
peakers setting price

• We begin to see consistent high 
demand periods (as expected in 
winter) resulting in thermal 
units being switched on



HVDC transfer

• HVDC transfer continues to be majority 
northward over the last two weeks

• In line with increasing demand periods 
and high hydro generation sending 
generation northwards



Capacity residual margins

• Some lower residual periods due to increasing demand, low wind generation periods and low thermal commitment. 
Lowest residual was 507 MW during the evening peak on 24 June at 6.00 pm.

• We continue to monitor residual capacity as we move into winter



NZGB update

     

  



NZGB update: base capacity N-1-G
Base case capacity at 90%
• This triggers the CAN process
• Assumes all generation available 

in POCP is offered
• New HLY assumption remove HLY 

5 from July to December
• It uses 20% of total wind capacity



NZGB update: firm capacity only N-1-G
Firm capacity removes
• 1 HLY Rankine over winter, 2 x Rankines over 

shoulder and 3 x Rankines over the summer 
months

• It uses the lowest 10th percentile generation 
for wind (8% of total capacity)



POCP Generation Outages



Peak Load vs Forecast

Easter Anzac King’s Birthday Matariki

Warmer week

Cold snap



Outages next 4 weeks

     

  



Outages

NNI outages 

SNI outages

SI outages

Asset owners:

• Check in POCP for detailed dates 

• Consider the impact on your own outages



NNI Outages 

Week of 20 July

• EDG_T5

• HEP_ROS_2

• HOB_WRD_1

• OHW_OTA_1

Week of 27 July

• EDG_T5

• HEP_ROS_2

• HOB_WRD_1

• OHW_OTA_2

Week of 6 July

• EDG_T5

• HEP_ROS_2

• HOB_WRD_1

• DRY_BOB_HLY_1

Week of 13 July

• EDG_T5

• HEP_ROS_2

• MNG_ROS_1

• OTA_ROS_2 (weekend)



SNI Outages 

Week of 6 July

• HWA_OHG_1

Week of 13 July

• HWA_OHG_1

• NAP_WRK_2

Week of 20 July

• BPE_MTN_WGN_2

Week of 27 July

• BPE_MTN_WGN_2

• BRK_SFD_3



SI Outages 
Week of 6 July

• HOR_KBY_ISL_2

• DOB_RFN_IGH_1

Week of 13 July

• HKK_OTI_2

• COL_OTI_2

Week of 20 July

• EDN_INV_1

• DOB_GYM_1

Week of 27 July

• INV_NMA_1

• IGH_ROB_2



HVDC North transfer limit
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Operational Notices Update

• Operational ‘Test’ Notices sent in error yesterday

▪ Incl. WRN!! 

✓ Planned work to enhance our new Operational 
Notices system (SalesForce)

✓ Includes key enhancements for industry around 
‘Managing your Preferences’



Operational Notices - Preference Centre Changes



Operational Notices - Preference Centre Changes

✓ Ability to select your 
communications preference at 
Notice Type level

✓ Email or SMS for:

➢ CAN General

➢ CAN Outage

➢ Excursion

➢ Warning

➢ Grid Emergency



Operational Notices - Acknowledgement

✓ Ability for NCC to request 
Acknowledgement for ANY notice 
type (not just GEN)

• E.g. Low Residual CAN

✓ Only Critical Control Rooms 
requested to respond to these 
Acknowledgements



Consultations, publications, and events

     

  



CACTIS Update

• Connected Asset Commissioning, 
Testing, and Information Standard 
(CACTIS) effective from 1 July 2026 
(tomorrow)

• Legacy clause provisions applications
open until 1 August 2026

• System Operator Engineering Forum
also tomorrow at Transpower’s
Hamilton, Wellington, and Christchurch 
offices

• Guidelines, templates, and webpages
updated to align with CACTIS



Consultations, publications, and events

Our next phase of consultation on the new System Operator Strategy is now 
open and we seek your feedback by Friday 24 July.  Note we will be hosting a 
webinar on Wednesday 8 July to talk through our draft strategic priorities.

We have published a minor update to the System Security Forecast N-1 
Thermal and Voltage Study which includes changes to the Hawke’s Bay and 
Taranaki regions. 

We have published an information paper on how the System Operator 
manages impartiality risks throughout the outage planning process. 

We will be publishing the final Security of Supply Assessment (SOSA) 2026 
on our website today. We will provide an overview at the next SO Forum. 

We will publish the June Energy Security Outlook on our website today.

We will be discussing the 2026 Wairakei ring outages at the 13 July 2026 SO 
Industry Forum.

https://www.transpower.co.nz/system-operator/system-operator-consultations/invitation-comment-system-operator-strategy-second
https://static.transpower.co.nz/public/bulk-upload/documents/N%20-%201%20Thermal%20and%20Voltage%20Study_Minor%20Update%202026%20June.pdf?VersionId=QcdPEX7JZEgXv.a1ajS1Ol2rt_TnX9Rc
https://static.transpower.co.nz/public/bulk-upload/documents/N%20-%201%20Thermal%20and%20Voltage%20Study_Minor%20Update%202026%20June.pdf?VersionId=QcdPEX7JZEgXv.a1ajS1Ol2rt_TnX9Rc
https://static.transpower.co.nz/public/bulk-upload/documents/N%20-%201%20Thermal%20and%20Voltage%20Study_Minor%20Update%202026%20June.pdf?VersionId=QcdPEX7JZEgXv.a1ajS1Ol2rt_TnX9Rc
https://static.transpower.co.nz/public/bulk-upload/documents/N%20-%201%20Thermal%20and%20Voltage%20Study_Minor%20Update%202026%20June.pdf?VersionId=QcdPEX7JZEgXv.a1ajS1Ol2rt_TnX9Rc
https://static.transpower.co.nz/public/bulk-upload/documents/Impartiality%20risk%20management%20in%20Outage%20Assessment.pdf?VersionId=SxJn8F6jzTGtTguVixwf1eqO.ptmI9UM
https://www.transpower.co.nz/system-operator/planning-future/security-supply-assessment#2025
https://www.transpower.co.nz/system-operator/notices-and-reporting/market-operations-weekly-report/energy-security-outlook


Iberian Peninsula blackout 

     

  



TRANSPOWER.CO.NZ

Please raise your hand 

If you have feedback let us know via our Feedback Form

Questions / Pātai

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=gEVkyxll9kagD1usQ1IGj25bL-gK819FqsM7ZgPGSrpUOFRHWFVLSUFaWUpGUUxJU1JQNDVORVVJRCQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
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